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Synopsis

To the magician and to most audiences, card manipulations are the most fascinating type of card
trick. Since the manipulator’s skill is the only determining factor, once a degree of card dexterity is
acquired the performer can go on to learn tricks sure to entertain, at any time, with no further
preparation, using any available deck of cards for the performance. In this five-book series, Jean
Hugard, master performer on stage and with small groups, teaches the passes, palming methods,
shuffles, arm spreads, color reverses, sleights, flourishes, set-ups, and tricks in the best
professional versions. After showing the basic manipulations, he develops a number of exceptional
tricks where the manipulations are used. A number of illustrations and step-by-step explanations
teach each detail as the trick would be given in a performance. By working through these tricks,
from the simple to the complex, the magician learns his skills in a professional manner and

alsoA gains a wide repertoire of specific tricks. Throughout the book a great number of
manipulations and over a hundred tricks are explained. The keys to these tricks are not well known
outside professional magicians’ groups. But to the advanced beginner or semiprofessional who has
some degree of card skill, the manipulations and tricks developed in this book will add to the
dexterity of the performance, give hours of rigorous skill-developing practice, and help build a

professional, well-rounded repertoire with cards. "Recommended." & ” Linking Ring.
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Customer Reviews

This book remains a classic for obvious reason. In it, you learn how to make cards appear and
disappear from your empty hand, how to make some of the most beautiful card fans ever
conceived, and how to manipulate cards in ways most folks would never imagine. There are also
several tricks in this book that use the manipulation principles involved. This book is for die-hard

cardicians, but those interested in fooling their friends may find something here also

This book is a wonderful resource for those wanting to improve their sleight of hand, and contains
over 165 card tricks and stunts. While the book starts with the basics, understand that the basics
can be very challenging to master! Many of the tricks will require serious practice to make them
polished enough to perform. The text of this book can be somewhat dense, and require a few
readings to get the gist of what is being said. And while there are some difficult tricks to perform,

there are a number of things the absolute beginner can pick up rather quickly.

This is a great book. A lot of the things in this book have inspired a lot of ideas and variations.
However, this book suffers from a major flaw: many of the techniques in this book are out of date,

and many of the tricks would not be as powerful for today’s audiences.

| have owned this book and the companion volumes for ...well years. Good technique is never out of
date. This book in NOT for beginners; nor is it one for just reading. It is a serious reference book. |

recommend this and the rest of the series.
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